Dear friends

By the time you read this letter, many of you will be aware that |
have accepted an appointment as Senior Chaplain to the Bishop of
Manchester. There is more elsewhere in the magazine about what
this new work entails and about the timing for me leaving Christ
Church to take up this new work. | mention my new appointment
at this stage as it is a very clear reminder of the way in which our
God of surprises works. Bishop Nigel’s invitation to me to take up
this new work came as a complete surprise and was certainly
something | had neither planned nor prepared for!

But isn’t that so characteristic of the way God works? Moses,
Isaiah, Jeremiah and many other great leaders and prophets in Old
Testament times protested not only their inadequacy for the task
that lay ahead but also their surprise at being called. And Mary -
she was stunned at being called to bear the Son of God - a young
girl plucked from obscurity in order to fulfil a divine task. Yet
surely the important factor in these and many other calls to
service is that the individuals concerned, were obedient to the
call to service and stepped out in faith, ready to serve the God
who had surprised them.

| often note in my new year magazine letter that we have no idea
what God has in store for us in the coming year. | make no apology
for repeating this remark this year - not only because of my
forthcoming new work and the consequences for Christ Church but
also because God is ready to surprise all of us as He works His
purpose out throughout the year.

In 2010, be open to God - listen to Him, speak to Him and be
prepared to be surprised by Him.

Gill, David and Philip join me in wishing you a very happy and
peaceful new year.

With very best wishes
Chris



Thanks...

.....to everyone who helped deliver parish Christmas cards and to
those who so generously donated toys at our Toy Service on 6
December.

. to everyone who contributed in any way to our Christmas
services - music, flowers, cleaning, preparing, catering, reading,
acting ... the list is endless!

Confirmation

A Bolton deanery confirmation service was held at St Peter
Halliwell on 24 November 2009. Ruth Turner and Katie Dunne
were confirmed at this service, alongside candidates from five
other parishes in the deanery. Martin and Sarah Walter were also
due to be confirmed on this occasion but were prevented from
doing so because of family illness. We hope to present them for
confirmation at another service early in 2010.

Gill Bracegirdle

We have been overwhelmed by expressions of kindness, practical
help and the prayers of so many people since Gill became
seriously ill at the end of October 2009. These have been very
difficult weeks and, whilst someway from a full recovery, Gill is
making steady progress. We cannot begin to thank you enough for
all you have done, and alongside the outstanding care that Gill
has received from the liver unit at St James’s Hospital in Leeds,
we feel very well supported from the Christ Church family.

Please do keep Gill in your prayers as she continues to receive
treatment.



The Bishop of Manchester’s Senior Chaplain

Since my appointment was announced on Advent Sunday, a
number of people, in offering congratulations, have asked what
the job is all about. So.... here’s my perception of what | think I’m
going to be doing!

Historically, bishops’ chaplains were often junior appointments
(usually following a curacy), styled “bishop’s domestic chaplain”
and involved the chaplain being, in part, something of an episcopal
batman. In this role, the chaplain would pack the bishop’s robes
case in preparation for services, accompany the bishop and assist
him in services and ensure the bishop had all necessary papers for
services and meetings. The chaplain would take some
responsibility for administration of the bishop’s office and
generally be available to do whatever was needed. This is not
the job to which | am moving.......!

The role of Senior Chaplain, as established by the Bishop of
Manchester (and some other diocesan bishops), is one that seeks to
appoint a senior and experienced priest to a place on the Bishop’s
Leadership Team alongside the Suffragan Bishops, Archdeacons,
Dean and Chief Executive of the diocese. In addition, the Senior
Chaplain works on behalf of the bishop to ensure good
communication and effective working across the diocese, and with
the Cathedral and Church House. In view of Bishop Nigel’s national
responsibilities as, for example, a bishop in the House of Lords
and chair of the Women Bishops Revision Committee, there will be
further responsibilities in supporting and resourcing the bishop in
his wider ministry. Bishop Nigel has always been keen to work
with bodies and organisations outside the churches structures and
as such, | will play a part in assisting him develop and further links
with health care, educational, legal civic, commercial and other
bodies in the diocese.



Ours is a changing church and a changing diocese and a key part of
my new role will be to continue as Warden of Readers, working
particularly with the Archdeacon of Salford in developing
strategies for encouraging new vocations to lay and ordained
ministry. There will also be some responsibilities on the bishop’s
behalf for child protection and a number of personnel matters
relating to clergy and their ministry.

Finally(!) but very importantly the leader of any organisation can
find himself/herself in a lonely place and this is as true for a
diocesan bishop as for any other leader. A crucial aspect of my
work will be to be responsible for the worship in the chapel at
Bishopscourt and to be a source of spiritual support to the bishop
in his day to day ministry in the diocese and beyond.

This is, of course, somewhat theoretical in that | am writing two
months before | start this new work. No doubt there will be plenty
of surprises along the way and, like any ministry, there will be
many aspects that do not translate easily into a job description.

Though | shall be very sad to leave Christ Church after six very
happy years, | will be doing so convinced that | go in response to a
new and exciting ministry to which God has called me.

Moving on

At the time of writing, it is likely that my final service at Christ
church will be at 9.30am on Sunday 31 January. | will then be
licensed as the Bishop’s Senior Chaplain on Saturday 13 February at
3.30pm during a service of choral evensong in the Cathedral.
Please watch out in church for further details and confirmation of
these arrangements.



Holy Reading

Advent Sunday saw the start of a new liturgical year. For the next
twelve months most of our Sunday Gospel readings will be from St.
Luke’s Gospel.

I notice that the readings for our 9.30 Eucharist for the following
week are always given on our weekly news sheet. | have been
thinking that it would be a good thing for us all to possibly treat
ourselves and buy a commentary on St. Luke’s Gospel.

Then we would have a full week to prepare for the service and
perhaps thereby to understand better what is being read to us each
Sunday. My own commentary on St. Luke’s Gospel is called, The
Daily Study Bible, by William Barclay. There are lots of
commentaries on the market. | am sure the Vicar would be able to
better advise the latest available.

This kind of Bible Study is called “Lectio Divina” which means
“Holy Reading” and it’s been used for centuries in the church. It
allows us to prayerfully prepare in small bites for our Sunday
worship; and to pray in particular for our church and all that we try to
do in God’s name in this place.

Ray Coward

Christ Church Players

Christ Church Players present the famous farce “DRY ROT” by John
Chapman; Wednesday to Saturday 3™ to 6" February 2010. Tickets
are on sale in the Church Centre after the 9.30 am Service from the
6™ December 2009.

Jean Lonnen



January Diary

Morning Prayer is usually held on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday at
9.00am, but please check the weekly news sheet or the website for any
changes.

3rd  Epiphany
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion
6.30pm Evensong
6th 10.30am Holy Communion, Centre

10th  Baptism of Christ
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion & Parade
11.15am Sung Eucharist
6.30pm Fresh Ground

11t 8.00pm MCC AGM, Vestry

13th  10.30am Holy Communion, Centre
1.30pm ABC, Centre

14t 1.30pm Art Group.Centre

15t 12.30pm Luncheon Club, Centre

17th  Epiphany 2
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion & Baptism

11.15am Baptism Service
6.30pm Songs of Praise
20th  10.30am Holy Communion, Centre

1.30pm ABC, Centre
7.45pm Mothers Union

24th Epiphany 3
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion



6.30pm Evensong

27th ~ 10.30am Holy communion, Centre
1.30pm ABC, Centre
280 1.30pm Art Group, Centre

31st  Epiphany 4
Vicar’s final Sunday
8.00am Holy communion
9.30am Family communion

6.30pm Sung Eucharist
February
3rd 10.30am Holy Communion, Centre

7.30pm Play, Centre
4t 7.30pm Play, Centre
5t 7.30pm Play, Centre
gt 7.30pm Play, Centre

7th 2 before Lent
8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Family Communion
6.30pm Fresh Ground



a 201

‘passion
sBolton

This exciting event was launched on Tuesday 20" October
and will take place in the Town Centre on Saturday 23™ April
2011. How can you share in the telling of the miraculous story
of the suffering and resurrection of Jesus to the people of our
town?

There are lots of ways to take part, even if you don’t fancy
yourself as an actor, there will be something that you can do.
We will need scenery and staging, props, make up,
hairdressing, stewards, help with costumes and rehearsals etc
, etc... the list is very long and very varied and anyone who
can work a kettle is always welcome. Of course actors and
musicians too!

Please give it some prayerful thought and let someone in your
Church know or contact us direct on
enquiries@passionforbolton.org or ring 01204 521800. For
more information you could check out the website at
www.passionforbolton.org.

Don’t miss the chance to say “I was there!”.

Anne Hatch


mailto:enquiries@passionforbolton.org
http://www.passionforbolton.org/

Rotag

Brass and Silver Cleaning

Jan 6 Janet Leatham, Susan Smith, Sandra Leatherbarrow, Irene

Jackson

Jan 20 Penny Hewitt, Ruth & Philip Haworth, Pat Sumner (s)

Feb 3 Anne & John Cooke, Hilda Pickles, Mary Sheppard (s)

Coffee Bar

Jan 3 Angela McGeown, Carol Haslam, Susan Wallwork, Elizabeth
Hoyle

Jan 10 Margaret Goudge, Sheila Bargh, June Catterall, VVal Coward

Jan 17 Pam McKeown, Dorothy Qualtrough, Eileen Bannister, Hazel
Tattersall

Jan 24 Margaret Walton, Rosemary Swerdlow, Sally Jackson, M Rutter

Jan 31 Vanessa Porter, Hilary Crawforth, Gillian Lockyer, Heather
Lowe

Feb 7 G Murphy, Joyce Gill, Norma Gibbons, Alison Blackburn

Altar Flowers

Janl Marjorie Howarth

Jan 8 Sheila Bargh

Jan 15 Mrs M Smith

Jan 22 Maud Waters

Jan 29 Marjory Stokes

Feb 5 Margaret Goudge

Flower & Plant Checking

Jan 5 Eileen Pepper

Jan 12 Hilary Barker

Jan 19 Anne Haslam

Jan 26 Laraine Mason

Feb 2 Sylvia Latham

Church Cleaning

Jan 8 Liz Balshaw, Ann Magee, Rita Whitelaw, Ann Voce

Jan 22 Eileen Bannister, Marion Taylor, Molly Nightingale, Anne

Haslam

Feb 5 Susan Wallwork, Peter Wilson, Rita Bradbury, Ray Coward

Paschal Candle
January Margaret Goudge
February Eileen Bannister



Women’s Guild

The Guild Luncheon list is now at the back of Church for you to
place your Name, choose your Table and also the Menu you would
like to have on THURSDAY 21°T JANUARY 2010 at Bolton Golf
Club 12.30 for 1.00 pm. Friends of Members are very welcome.

We had a very entertaining Social Afternoon in October when Betty
Garvey spoke to us about being a Friend of St. George’s Chapel,
Windsor. Betty does other Talks so by popular request we shall be
seeing her again sometime. She made it a fun afternoon and | know
you all enjoyed our delightful repartee.

The last Social Afternoon of the year on Thursday 12" November
was a Talk and Film Show by Melanie Killilea PR Manager for
Hotter Shoes showing us how this company makes and specialises in
such comfortable footwear which was most interesting.

Committee send their very best Christmas and New Year wishes to
all Members and Friends and we hope to see you all in 2010.

Pat Killeen



Mother’s Uniow

November Meeting

Our meeting in November was a joint meeting with the Men of
Christ Church. We watched a slide show presented by local
historian, Clive Walsh, on the life and times of the Bolton martyr,
George Marsh (1515 — 1555). George’s life centred mainly around
Deane and Deane Church. He was burned at the stake in Chester in
April 1555 for his religious beliefs. In Deane Church, the pulpit is
carved with scenes of George’s execution and there is also a stained
glass window known as the ‘Marsh window’. If anyone visits Deane
Church, they can learn more about the life and beliefs of this local
martyr.

Thanks to the MCC for providing us with a ‘Pastie and Peas supper’
which was very welcome on a cold wet evening.

Dee Shaw

Make a Mother’s Day (Mothering Sunday, 14" March 2010)
This may seem a little early but Mothering Sunday is earlier this year, and time
is needed for to people to make their application. Look out for details on our
notice board of how to enable you to express your appreciation for your Mum
in a less commercial and more practical way, by helping a Mum in need. Last
years appeal raised £186,322.60.

“Make a Mother’s day has developed since it started, to communicate that the
Mother’s Union is about practical help around the world, prayer and worship,
and a strong ethical voice, and a lot of fun” says Grace Cowley who co-
ordinates fund raising campaigns at Mary Sumner House. From poultry
projects in Ghana and Uganda, to supplying bicycles in Mozambique to enable
M.U. branch leaders to communicate with outlying villages, these are just a
few examples. Any Parishioner can support this appeal.

Margaret Goudge

Baptism Follow Up at Christ Church Heaton
Thank you to those members who have already volunteered to visit a
family who have had a Baptism. There are still some families
awaiting a visit, so please contact Alison Dickinson (849490) if you
are able to help.



Dates for your Diary

Wed Jan 6'
Tues Jan 121"
Feb 5M-14"

Wed Feb 10"
Wed Feb 17

Baptisms
15 November

Communion, 10.30 am in the Centre

Committee meeting 7.30pm at 24 Thornton Ave

Marriage exhibition, “Made in Heaven?” at Manchester
Cathedral

Helen Carr. Aromatherapy & complementary therapy

Ash Wednesday service 7.30pm at Christ Church (joint with St
Margaret’s) followed by tea and biscuits. Four volunteers are
needed please to help with refreshments

From the Parish Register

Lucy Isabella Schofield

Funerals

9 November John Blower

9 November Pat Ince

7 December Jack Taylor

8 December Canon Arthur Dobb
Children’s Birthdays January

1 year old

1 Jan Harrison James Bottomley
2 years old

7 Jan Isaac Andrew Richardson
4 years old

21 Jan Oliver John Clarke

23 Jan Harvey Alan Crofts

5 years old

28 Jan Lucy Gaskin

6 years old

22 Jan

Max Andrew Turner



Summary Minutes of a meeting of Christ Church Parochial
Church Council

Held on Monday 21°* September 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Vestry
21 members were present and there were 4 apologies
The meeting opened with prayers.

The following items were discussed:

1. Minutes of PCC Meetings held on 6" July 2009 were
circulated and approved as a true record.

2. A memorial plaque for Canon Jim Beasley to mark his 33
years of service was discussed. The family are honoured
that this gesture is to be made. The Vicar has discussed the
proposed wording and will present the next PCC meeting
with the wording in order that the meeting may decide
whether the wording is appropriate.

3.Benef act elttsahspirds that different members of
the congregation have different memories of how the board
has been used in the past. It is hoped that this issue will be
resolved by the date of the next meeting.

4. PCC Registration with Charity Commission - has been done
and completed.

5. Appointment of Architect - Paul Vipond has agreed to
become our new Architect and has already made a site
visit and has met the Vicar, the Wardens and Richard
Latham. He has already started work on the next project: a



ramp and improvements to the paths and the entrance to
the gate on Markland Hill.
6. Faculty Applications - for the lighting have been approved.

Chairman’s Business:

1. Terry Hyams has resigned from the PCC. He was thanked for
his dedication over the years.

2. Reg Lockett, Terry Hyams and Hugh Morley are Emeritus
Readers. Reg Lockett and Hugh Morley wish to renew their
permissions to Officiate and that was approved by the
meeting. Terry Hyams is to retire.

3. On 1°" July 2007 Reg Lockett will celebrate 40 years of being a
reader.

4. Future extension of the Columbarian Wall will be looked into
by the wardens and Richard Latham. There is presently no
new space in the wall and interments can only be in existing
“pl ot s’

5. The members were asked to advise Diane of any dates to go
on next year’'s calendar.

6. New Homes —The Vicar has asked for volunteers to form a
group who can discuss how we can best make contact with
the new residents living on the various new housing
developments within the Parish.



Good Enough for God — summary report:

The work in relation to the financial side of this has been carried out
by Rebecca Minors the Gift Aid Secretary. The ‘Time and Talents’
response has been addressed by the PCC Steering group. Provided

people keep to the pledges they have made, we are looking at a
19.3% increase in giving.

There was a discussion about the best way to handle the collection in
Church and it was agreed to leave things as they were.

Audrey Chapman proposed a vote of thanks for the Stewardship
Committee and the Vicar who were responsible for the Jigsaw
Campaign.

The Vicar added that wherever the plan has been used it would
appear to have been a success with an overall increase in giving.
Stewardship responsibilities is an issue which has to be kept on the
agenda. There may be another session with the group as part of this
ongoing commitment.

As a result of the campaign Stan Wilson and Nancy Johnson have
offered to serve as lay assistants and the meeting approved their
requests.

Reports and matters arising

1. Tr eas ur e r—tosthe &d of August 883,000 had been
paid t owar ds t his y ed4a% of she ttalr i st
required.
2. Building and Finance Committee, Deanery Synod, Diocesan
Synod and General Synod— not met
3. Deanery Pastoral Committee —
(i) Some churches are in danger of becoming redundant
which is causing great distress for those



congregations. A report has been submitted about
three churches in the Deane Area.

(ii) Clergy deployment was discussed. There are now
more parishes than clergy and that trend will

continue. The Bishops are looking for non ordained
ministers.

(iii) There was a discussion about what would happen
when Derek French | eft St
mooted that there should be a link between our
Parish and St Margaret’' s,

t hat our own Vicar's Wo I
conducive to this taking place.

Date of next meeting —16.11.09
7. The meeting closed with prayers at 9.00pm

Laraine Mason

Note from the Editor

The copy date for articles for the magazine is the second
Sunday of each month by 10.30 A.M.

Many thanks to all who contribute regularly and
occasionally. Articles of any interest on any subject are
always welcome.



This Year!

| am often asked to keep my politics and my religion apart, but,
as Desmund Tutu says, that request could only come from folk
who haven’t read the Bible, where religion and politics are
inextricably entwined.

Or is it because we find aspects of our religion uncomfortably
throw into question our political beliefs? That certainly
happened to me. | often recall that, at the time of my spiritual
conversion, the Lord threw hand grenades amongst my
entrenched political opinions. He still does!

We only have to read the songs of Hannah (1 Samuel 2; 1 —
10) and Mary (Luke 1; 46 — 55) to realise how they saw God
as a champion of the poor, the oppressed and the despised.
The South American Archbishop Oscar Romero, who lived and
died by that credo, used to say that when he helped the poor,
people said he was a saint, but when he called upon the
government to help the poor he was labelled a communist.

Jesus doesn’t offer us a religion, but, through himself, a
relationship with God, who not only loves and cares for each
one of us, but also for our country. Through Jesus Christ we
have access to God’s grace, as unique individuals and as a
church, a community and a nation.

Let us place into God’s hands, all those involved in our
forthcoming General Election; the candidates, the foot soldiers,
the press, the voters, our precious nation. Every time we say
“Your will be done” in the Lord’s Prayer, let's mean it,
unconditionally.

Johan Hampson



